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SUBJECT: DUTCH AID TO EGYPT 

FOLLOWING VISIT TO EGYPT JANUARY 17-22, DUTCH DEVELOPMENT AID 
MINISTER JAN PRONK ANNOUNCED THAT GON WILL INCREASE AID TO EGYPT 
FROM 15 MILLION GUILDERS IN 1975 TO 20 MILLION GUILDERS 1 DOLLAR 
EQUALS 2.68 GUILDERS) IN 1976. EGYPT, WHICH BELONGS TO GROUP OF 
COUNTRIES ON WHICH DUTCH AID IS BEING CONCENTRATED, WILL RECEIVE 
15 MILLION GUILDERS IN FORM OF SOFT LOAN, AND 5 MILLION GUILDERS 
AS A GRANT. AGREEMENT WAS REACHED BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES TO CONCEN- 
TRATE AID ON PROJECTS AIMED AT IMPROVEMENT OF IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, 
AGRICULTURE IN GENERAL, AND SOCIAL WELFARE SCHEMES. WHILE THERE, 
MINISTER PRONK ALSO MET REPRESENTATIVES OF UNDP AND FAO AND CON- 
TRIBUTED TO DISCUSSIONS ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LONG-TERM PLANNING 
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF ARAB COUNTRIES. 
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